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INTRODUCTION 

Women have been ignored in many regions and weren’t seen as a communal issue. Recently, 
the respect for Women rights has elevated globally. However, this fact is outweighed by the 
accelerated the sexual harassment rates. Due to this factor, it is evident that there will be high 
pressure on women,and it will grow more day by day. 

In the eastern part of Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), which has grappled with 
wars, civil strife, and multiple rebellions since 1996, women suffered from high rates of 
violence and extreme poverty. Furthermore, rape is a dangerous threat. Sexual violence was 
used as a way of imposing male domination over millions of women. 

Unfortunately, many of the victims cannot stand up for their rights.Most of the perpetrators 
legally go unpunished. In addition, most women cannot report their rapes, as the victims 
generally get rejected by their communities.  

Moreover, survivors can even get thrown out of their homes by their husbands or parents and 
of being considered a shame to their families. In November 2012, hundreds of women were 
raped in a single horrific day in Minova when Congolese soldiers, who had just been defeated 
by rebel fighters in Goma, retreated there. 

Women in the DRC are also experiencing sexual violence by civilians which include 
neighbours and other men who have never been in the military or have been discharged. 
Congolese women’s groups explain that because of an ineffective justice system and poor 
governance. For DRC, rape became a daily routine. It’s mostly happens in public places such 
as, classrooms, bazaar areas, streets etc. 

Women in the DRC have not attained a position of full equality with men, they are still 
struggling continuously. Although the Mobutu Regime gave shoutouts about women’s 
importance in society, and although women enjoy some legal rights such as, the right to own 
property, the right to participate in the economic, political sectors, they still have limited 
opportunities. The government ignores women’s protests about their rights. 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Mobutu Regime 

After the civil war (1960- 1965). In 1965, General Mobutu took control of the failing 
government and embarked on a long reign of dictatorship. He set a pattern of an autocratic 
rule not only in Congo but in rest of sub-Saharan Africa as well. In order to take control over 
the people of Congo, Mobutu used the judicial and institutional system left in place by the 



colonizers. He ran the government single-handedly. He promoted cronyism, nepotism, and 
corruption in all sectors of society. 

Cronyism 

Partiality to cronies especially as evidenced in the appointment of political hangers-on to 
office without regard to their qualifications. 

Nepotism 

The practice among those with power or influence of favouring relatives or friends, especially 
by giving them jobs. 

 

GENERAL OVERVIEW  

49 countries currently have no laws protecting women from domestic violence. Unfortunately, 
at the current time, 1 in 5 women and girls between the ages of 15-49 have reported 
experiencing physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner within a 12-month period. 
Progress is occurring regarding harmful practices such as child marriage but there is still 
much work to be done to completely eliminate such practices.Gender equality is not only a 
fundamental human right, but a necessary foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and 
sustainable world. 

 

Congo Civil War / First Congo War - 1996-1998 

The First Congo War (1996–1997), also nicknamed Africa's First World War, was a foreign 
invasion of Zaire led by Rwanda that replaced President MabutuSésé Seko with the rebel 
leader Laurent-DésiréKabila. The new government renamed the country as Democratic 
Republic of Congo.Kabila alienated his Rwandan and Ugandan allies. To avert a coup, Kabila 
expelled all Rwandan and Ugandan forces from the Congo. This decision is also a cause of 
the Second Congo War.  
 

Current Situation  

Synergie des Femmes, a platform of 35 organizations working for the improvement, 
promotion, defence, respect and protection of women’s rights in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). 

On July 26th, Justine Masika Bihamba briefed the United Nations Security Council on the 
current situation for women in the DRC in the areas of the UN mission (MONUSCO), the 
growth of insecurity and the increase of cases of sexual violence against women and girls. 

UN Security Council Resolution 1325, adopted in October 2000, calls for an increase in the 
participation of women in all peacebuilding and security efforts. In late 2017, she co-
ordinated a group of over 60 women from all provinces of the DRC to make this a reality for 
Congolese Women. 



They established Congolese Women’s Forum to be able to achieve this and have pleaded with 
the government to change this discriminatory law, which is likely to reduce rather than 
increase women’s political participation in the DRC. 

 

 

 



 

MAJOR PARTIES INVOLVED AND ATTEMPTS  

 

MONUSCO 

MONUSCO took over from an earlier UN peacekeeping operation – the United Nations 
Organization Mission in Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) – on 1 July 2010. It 
was done in accordance with Security Council resolution 1925 of 28 May to reflect the new 
phase reached in the country. 

The new mission has been authorized to use all necessary means to carry out its mandate 
relating, among other things, to the protection of civilians, humanitarian personnel and human 
rights defenders under imminent threat of physical violence and to support the Government of 
the DRC in its stabilization and peace consolidation efforts. 

 

 

 

 



Swedish NGO Kvinna till Kvinna  

The Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation promotes women’s rights in over 20 conflict-affected 
countries in the Middle East, Africa, Europe and the South Caucasus. We do so by supporting 
more than 110 local partner organisations across the world. 

For over 25 years, Kvinna till Kvinna has supported women’s rights organisations in the 
Middle East, Africa, Europe and the South Caucasus. We have provided them with stable 
financing, networking opportunities and hands-on skills training. 

For more than 25 years, we have witnessed how our support enables our partners to do 
fantastic work – from advocating for peace in the South Caucasus to supporting victims of 
domestic abuse in Serbia and advancing democracy in Tunisia. 

 

Panzi Foundation 

In 1999, Dr. Denis Mukwege founded the Panzi Hospital in the eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 

The Panzi Hospital serves more than 400,000 constituents in the Ibanda Health Zone.  The US 
based Panzi Foundation makes strategic investments at Panzi Hospital and Panzi Foundation 
DRC. 

One major objective of the organization is to develop and engage in strategic advocacy to end 
violence against women and girls in the DRC and around the world. 

 

City of Joy  

The City of Joy is a transformational leadership community for women survivors of violence, 
located in Bukavu, Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

Conceived, owned, and run by local Congolese, the City of Joy has flourished since it first 
opened its doors in June 2011, healing women from their past trauma through therapy and life 
skills programming while providing them with the essential ingredients needed to move 
forward in life – love and community. 

Serving 90 survivors of gender violence aged 18 to 30 at a time, City of Joy is now in its 6th 
year of operation and has graduated 759 women leaders in nine classes. The City of Joy is a 
project of Panzi Foundation. 

 

Women’s Synergy for Victims of Sexual Violence (SFVS) 

Synergy of Women for Victims of Sexual Violence, a coalition based in the DRC consisting 
of 35 women’s organizations that help victims of sexual violence.  

Synergy for Victims of Sexual Violence (Synergie des Femmes pour les Victimes des 
Violences Sexuelles, SFVS) was created in 2002. 

The organization provides medical care to victims of sexual violence; offers psychological 
counselling; raises community awareness of the destructive effects of sexual violence against 



women; provides legal support; and gives victims opportunities to participate in income-
generating activities. 

Aside from these brave organizations, many more continue to provide medical treatment, 
counselling and legal advice for survivors. We applaud their bravery and celebrate their 
courage. 

 

RELEVANT UN DOCUMENTS AND TREATIES 

UN Security Council Resolution 1325, adopted in October 2000 

Security Council resolution 1925 of 28 May 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cg.html 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  

Using media such as ads, posters, speeches to citizens.  

Raising funds to support women in DRC and organizations with concerts, charity, TV. 

Giving educational lessons to children from kindergarten to high school.  
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