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INTRODUCTION
Although the Middle East region has been a crisis zone for decades, it was the Arab
Spring of 2010 and beyond, which carried the region into the urgent and highly risky position
it still is in today. There have been minor and major protests, violations of democracy, nations
destabilizing and most importantly; a devastating number of civilian casualties. Arab Spring
has caused a chain reaction around the region, which led to many events. Six governments
were overthrown and there were four major civil wars; Syria is one instance of a nation
crumbling in the chaos that ensued.
Of course, as a natural consequence of the multiple crises going on in the region,
people started to flee their countries to ensure their safety. While some immigrants managed
to get to safety by legal means, many had to pursue a new life in Europe illegally. Especially
in 2015, the number of illegal immigrants in Europe jumped, which caused many issues.
The biggest concern was the way of transportation the illegal immigrants used.
Because of the war and destruction, many were desperate to get to Europe; therefore, the trips
often lacked even the minimal standards for safety. Migrant smuggling through two main
routes and inhumane ways of transportation, which profited off desperate refugees,
skyrocketed. Those two main routes used by illegal migrant movements were as follows:
•
•

By land, through Turkey to Balkans, towards East or West Europe
By sea, through Mediterranean Sea to mostly Greece, Spain, Italy and other European
coast countries, towards Northern Europe
As stated previously, since the number of incidents involving immigrant deaths
and human rights violations increased greatly, many governments such as the
governments of Spain, Italy, Greece and international organizations like International
Organization for Migration and the United Nations have worked to tackle this issue.
DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS
Refugee: According to United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), a refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country
because of persecution, war or violence. They often have a well-founded fear of being
persecuted for reasons such as but not limited to, race, religion, nationality or political
belief. In most cases, they either cannot return to their home countries or have the risk
of losing their lives if they try to do so. War and poverty are two leading reasons for
their migration.
Migrant Smuggling: According to United Nations Office for Drugs and
Crime (UNODC), Smuggling of Migrants is a crime involving the procurement for

financial or other material benefit of illegal entry of a person into a State of which that
person is not a national or resident.
Migrant Retrieving Operations: Migrant retrieving operations usually refer
to operations that are run by governments as well as international organizations and
their organs such as United Nations and International Organization for Migration
(IOM).
SAR: Throughout this report, you may encounter the abbreviation SAR, which
means “Search and Rescue”. It is mainly used in the context of various migrant
retrieving operations especially in the Mediterranean region.
Frontex: The European Border and Coast Guard Agency, also known as
Frontex, is an agency of the European Union headquartered in Warsaw, Poland, tasked
with border control of the European Schengen Area, in coordination with the border
and coast guards of Schengen Area member states.

GENERAL OVERVIEW
Causes:
In December 2010, Tunisian Street Vendor set himself on fire to protest the
seizing of his vegetables by the police after he failed to get a permit. This seemingly
small incident sparked the flame for a chain of events that would unfold in the
following years and their effects would still be seen today, in 2019. That chain of
protests snowballing into downfall of many regimes and civil wars is called the Arab
Spring. Arab Spring started in Tunisia, but its success in replacing the authoritarian
president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali with democratic parliamentary elections and
ultimately changing the country’s regime has given hope to many other countries in
the region. After Tunisian president’s escape to Saudi Arabia, activists began protests
in other countries against similar governments, such as Egypt and Libya.
While in some countries the protests were relatively more peaceful and resulted
in governmental reforms, such as Saudi Arabia, in others, these protests resulted in a
bloodbath. According to the UN and other sources, from March 2015 to December
2017, 8,670–13,600 people were killed in Yemen. Estimated amount of 2,500 - 25,000
people died in the span of seven months in Libya. Still ongoing Syrian civil war has
caused the loss of almost half a million lives.
War and destruction with Arab Spring’s impact are not the only things that
cause people to flee their countries and hope for a better future in the hands of migrant
smugglers. There is also the major ongoing issue of poverty and hunger in the African
continent, threatening people’s lives and forcing them to flee the region. According to
2016 data from Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), more

than the quarter of Africa’s population suffer from severe food insecurity.
Also according to 2008 data from CIA World Fact book, it is clear how much
Africa suffers from extreme poverty.

Map 1 – Population Living Below National Poverty Line
With all this conflict being present, people began to look for a way out.
According to a report prepared by Institute for Economy and Peace (IEP), nine of ten
most dangerous countries are in the Middle Eastern and African region. The same
research also declares Europe to be much safer than Middle Eastern and African
region, which causes refugees to flee there.
European Migrant Crisis of 2015 and Beyond:
According to data from UNHCR, the number of refugees arriving at Europe
(specifically Italy, Cyprus, Malta, Greece and Spain) skyrocketed from already high
numbers of 225,455 in 2014 to 1,032,408 in a year. In the graph below, you can see
how the number of monthly arrivals in EU changed in years.

Chart 1 – Total Monthly Migrant Arrivals in EU by year

According to IOM and UNHCR estimates, around one million migrants and
refugees arrived in Europe until 21 December 2015, three to four times more than in
2014. Just 3% (34,215) came by land to Bulgaria and Greece; the rest came by sea to
Greece, Italy, Spain, Cyprus and Malta. The vast majority arrived by sea in Greece
(816,752); 150,317 arrived by sea in Italy, with a slight drop from 170,000 in 2014.
Half of those crossing the Mediterranean were from Syria, 20% were from
Afghanistan and 7% from Iraq. IOM estimated that a total of 3,692 migrants and
refugees lost their lives in the Mediterranean in 2015.
Mass migration to Europe mostly took place in three main routes called
Western, Central and Eastern routes. Western route consisted of naval transport from
mainly Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia to Spain, France and Italy. Central route started
from Tunisia and Libya, almost exclusively ending in Malta and Italy. Lastly, in the
Eastern route, migrants from Egypt, Syria and Libya used naval transport to get into
Greece, or took the other route to Turkey, over to Eastern Europe by land.

Map 2 - Western, Central and Eastern Routes

Map 3 - Western, Central and Eastern Routes
(Detailed)

Starting from 2013, many countries (most notably Italy) as well as
international unions such as the EU and the UN started to take action to resolve the
migrant crisis. Some of those actions are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Operation Mare Nostrum(2013-2014)
Operation Triton (2014-2018)
Operation Sophia (2015-2019, may get extended)
Operation Themis (2018, ongoing)
Valletta Summit on Migration (2015)
European Commission Joint Foreign and Home Affairs Council: Ten Point Action
Plan on Migration
European Commission Proposals on Complete Reforms of Common European
Asylum System
EU – Turkey Deal

Operation Mare Nostrum:
Operation Mare Nostrum was a naval and air operation commenced by the Italian
government. It started on October 18, 2013 and ended on October 31, 2014. As Italian
Ministry of Defense proclaims, the two primary goals of the operation were to safeguard
human life at sea and bring justice to human traffickers and migrant smugglers. The operation
demanded large sums of money, and it was partially funded by European Commission €1.8
million from the External Borders Fund.
Unlike Operation Triton, Mare Nostrum heavily focused on SAR, therefore operating
further off the coast in the Mediterranean Sea. In the span of a year, the operation saved lives
of at least 150,000 migrants arriving to Europe mainly from Middle East and Africa.
Although the operation was seen as a continuous success, the cost was simply too much for
the Italian government. Additional funds were asked from the EU; however, the request was
declined.

Map 4 – Operation Mare Nostrum SAR Zones

Operation Triton:
Operation Triton is a Mediterranean border security operation conducted by Frontex,
under Italy’s control and volunteer countries’ support. The operation began on November 1,
2014, exactly a day after Operation Mare Nostrum officially ended, and it was replaced with
Operation Themis on February 1, 2018. Volunteer supporting countries include both EU
member and non-EU members and the list is as follows: Croatia, Iceland, Finland, Norway,
Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, France, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Switzerland, Romania,
Poland, Lithuania and Malta.
Unlike Operation Mare Nostrum, Triton focuses on border security more, rather than
SAR. Because of this, the operation was criticized to be less effective than its predecessor
was. According to IOM, deaths at sea had risen nine times after the end of Operation Mare
Nostrum. However, the authorities defended the operation by blaming the lack of resources
for its seeming ineffectiveness. Following that, it was decided to triple the budget of the
operation, increasing it to €120 million for 2015-2016 after a five-hour emergency summit of
EU. Some forces from United Kingdom joined Italy’s naval and air teams shortly after.

Map 5 – Operation Triton Activity Zones
Operation Sophia:
Formally known as European Union Naval Force Mediterranean (EU NAVFOR Med),
Operation Sophia was established after April 2015 Libyan migrant shipwrecks, with the goal
of neutralizing naval migrant smuggling and ensuring the safety of its victims in
Mediterranean. The operation consisted of four objectives based on the identification of
migrant smuggling networks in the region, search and diversion of vessels used for human

trafficking, ensuring the safety of migrants as well as the disposal of vessels, and finally,
concluding the operation.. As of April 2018, formal mission statement reads:
“- Phase one consists of deployment of forces to build a comprehensive understanding
of smuggling activity and methods, and this phase is now complete;
- Phase two foresees the boarding, search, seizure and diversion of smugglers’ vessels
on the high seas under the conditions provided for by applicable international law. This
activity will be extended into Territorial Waters upon the release of any applicable United
Nation Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) and the concerned coastal State consent;
- Phase three expands this activity further; up to including taking operational measures
against vessels and related assets suspected of being used for human smuggling or trafficking
inside the coastal states territory, with the necessary legal framework established by UNSCR
and following coastal state consent;
- Finally, the fourth and last phase will consists of withdrawal of forces and
completion of the operation.”

Map 6 – Operation Sophia Activity Zones
On 20 June2016, the Council of the European Union extended the mission length and
added secondary tasks such as having the ships associated with the operation contribute to the
UN arms embargo on the high seas off the coast of Libya and training the Libyan coastguards
and navy. A year later, the Council further amended the objectives by adding a monitoring
mechanism to the trainees from Libya to ensure its effectiveness in the long term, conduct
additional surveillance on illegal oil trafficking from Libya in accordance to UNSCR 2146

and 2362 and lastly emphasize more on the information sharing amongst EUROPOL, Frontex
and member states’ related agencies regarding migrant smugglers.
The operation had forces from Italy, Spain, Luxemburg, Poland, Belgium, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, Ireland, Slovenia, Greece, Portugal and the UK. Despite their aid,
House of Lords in the UK has criticized the operation for not being effective and being a
failure overall, claiming the objectives set at the beginning of the operation could not be met.

Operation Themis:
Operation Themis began on 1 February 2018 as the continuation of Operation Triton
and is still ongoing with the continuous support of Frontex and EUROPOL, under the
leadership of Italy.
As the official description for the mission by Frontex reads, “Operation Themis have
an enhanced law enforcement focus while continuing to include search and rescue as a crucial
component.” This operation focuses on illicit arms trade and drug smuggling as well as the
previous issue of migrant trafficking and functions as SAR units.

Poster 1 – Main Aims of Operation Themis
Valletta Summit on Migration:
Valletta Summit on Migration was held in Valletta, Malta on 11-12 November 2015
for the purpose of European and African leaders tackling the issue of European migrant crisis
and promoting mutual assistance between nations. Following a meeting of European Council
after the shipwreck of 19 April 2015, EU leaders come to the consensus of increasing the
dialogue between African Union and EU. To achieve this goal, the summit was held with the
participation of 69 states.
The summit resulted in the founding of an Emergency Trust Fund aiming to provide
financial support to African countries in exchange of their help with the crisis. It was decided
that the fund would have €1.8 billion in aid, with other development assistance of €20 billion
every year.

European Commission Joint Foreign and Home Affairs Council: Ten Point
Action Plan on Migration:
After the shipwreck incidents of 20 April 2015, European Commission Joint Foreign
and Home Affairs Council had an emergency meeting to resolve the crisis in Mediterranean
region with a ten-point immediate response plan. The plan focused on strengthening the
ongoing operations such as Triton and Poseidon, emphasizing on the importance of destroying
the vessels used by migrant smugglers and identification of such crimes along with their
routes in the first place, having more frequent meetings between relevant organizations such
as Frontex and EUROPOL and finally, focusing on asylum applications in relevant countries
to keep track of migrant arrivals and ensure their safety. Full plan as seen on the press release
of European Commission in the official website can be found below:
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Reinforce the Joint Operations in the Mediterranean, namely Triton and Poseidon, by
increasing the financial resources and the number of assets. We will also extend their
operational area, allowing us to intervene further, within the mandate of Frontex;
A systematic effort to capture and destroy vessels used by the smugglers. The positive
results obtained with the Atalanta operation should inspire us to similar operations
against smugglers in the Mediterranean;
EUROPOL, FRONTEX, EASO and EUROJUST will meet regularly and work closely
to gather information on smugglers modus operandi, to trace their funds and to assist
in their investigation;
EASO to deploy teams in Italy and Greece for joint processing of asylum applications;
Member States to ensure fingerprinting of all migrants;
Consider options for an emergency relocation mechanism;
A EU wide voluntary pilot project on resettlement, offering a number of places to
persons in need of protection;
Establish a new return program for rapid return of irregular migrants coordinated by
Frontex from frontline Member States;
Engagement with countries surrounding Libya through a joined effort between the
Commission and the EEAS; initiatives in Niger have to be stepped up.
Deploy Immigration Liaison Officers (ILO) in key third countries, to gather
intelligence on migratory flows and strengthen the role of the EU Delegations.”

European Commission Proposals on Complete Reforms of Common European
Asylum System:
Starting from 2016, European Commission started discussions about a complete
reform of the Common European Asylum System (CEAS), which is a system used for
providing asylum to those who seek it. After the peak of migrant crisis in Europe in 2015,
European Commission has proposed seven legislative proposals to renew CEAS with a better
and more efficient system. The seven proposals are as it follows:

1. Reform the Dublin system to better allocate asylum applications among member states
and to guarantee the timely processing of applications,
2. Reinforce the Eurodac regulation to improve the EU fingerprint database for asylum
seekers,
3. Establish a fully-fledged EU asylum agency,
4. Replace the asylum procedure directive with a regulation to harmonize EU procedures
and reduce differences in recognition rates among member states,
5. Replace the qualification directive with a regulation to harmonize protection standards
and rights for asylum seekers,
6. Reform the reception conditions directive to ensure that asylum seekers benefit from
harmonized and dignified reception standards,
7. Create a permanent EU resettlement framework,

1. Renewals of Dublin System:
In all its simplicity, Dublin System, which was first established in 1990 and were
renewed twice, once in 2003 and once in 2013, is a system to identify a single EU state to
process asylum applications. Since the original system included the criteria of “first country
of entry”, very few countries were responsible for the processing of asylum applications,
creating an unfair environment for both countries and asylum seekers.
With the changes proposed as a part of CEAS reforms, European Commission aims to
have better criteria to determine responsible member states and ensure the fair sharing of
responsibilities.
2. Updating the EU Fingerprint Database:
European Dactyloscopy agency stores the fingerprints of irregular migrant arrivals in
the European region for the purposes of ensuring safety via verifying if the asylum seeker had
received asylum from any other country before and if they had been previously done unlawful
actions.
Reforms proposed aim to collect more data such as facial recognition, and expanding
the data collection to more irregular migrants, even those who do not seek asylum.
3. Establishing a New EU Asylum Agency:
This proposal aims to turn the existing European Asylum Support Office (EASO) into
a fully-fledged EU asylum agency. EASO would be responsible for ensuring convergence in
the assessment of applications for international protection and providing technical and
operational aid to member states.
4. Having a Joint Procedure for Asylums:
This proposal has the aim of having a common procedure for asylums within the EU,
since the existing procedure varies from country to country, creating an unfair environment of
recognition among asylum seekers and in the international platform.
Once examined and drafted, the new rules will replace the already existing ones,
reduce the complexity of the procedure to a simpler level, while being more efficiently
implemented in the real world, and further ensuring asylum seekers’ fair and safe treatment as
well as implementing more strict rules to prevent abuse.

5. Unifying the Rules of Asylum Applications:
Similar to the previous proposal, this one also foresees equal treatment towards all
asylum seekers throughout EU. New rules are expected to have common criteria for the
identification of genuine asylum seekers as well as better treatment and protection of human
rights for all asylum seekers.
6. Ensuring Better Conditions for Asylum Seekers:
This proposal aims to have much better reception conditions for asylum seekers,
therefore ensuring their well-being and safety while also reducing the secondary movements
within the EU.
To ensure that, it is proposed to provide asylum seekers the right to work no later than
the first nine months of their acceptance to the asylum system for adults. Promoting education
rights to all minors and providing legal guardians when necessary is also proposed. As for the
secondary objective of reducing the secondary movements within the EU, the member states
will have the right of setting their asylum centers to specific geographic locations and limit
the provision of travel documents.
7. Creating A Permanent EU Resettlement Framework:
The Commission’s proposal to create a new permanent EU resettlement framework
would replace the already existing resettlement schemes with a greater framework.
Framework’s aims are to provide legal and safe routes to the EU for asylum seekers to reduce
the risk of mass irregular arrivals, set up a unified set of rules for humane treatment for all and
support third countries hosting individuals in need of international protection.
EU-Turkey Deal:
Following the Valletta Summit on 12 November 2015, EU announced an offer to pay
3 billion Euros to Turkey in exchange of managing two million Syrian refugees over the
course of 2 years. Starting from 7 April 2016, EU further proposed Turkey to take illegal
refugees from Greece (therefore EU) back to Turkey in exchange for one acceptance of one
Syrian refugee to EU from Turkey for each illegal migrant accepted.
Turkey accepted the offer since the country needed funds to deal with the refugee
crisis as well as having hopes about access to the EU and visa-free travel in Schengen Area.
However, the political benefits the government of Turkey was hoping for are on hold due to
the unstable democracy and political position of the country. The deal overall helped reducing
the amount of illegal migrants in EU by replacing them with legal asylum seekers trying to
find residence in Turkey.

MAJOR PARTIES INVOLVED
Greece
Being geographically close to the region at crisis and the Mediterranean Sea, Greece
had a great amount of illegal migrant entrance incidents. The easiest way for illegal migrants
to arrive at Greece is through Turkey, and there are migrant smugglers profiting from these
incidents. As of June 2015, during the peak of European Migrant Crisis, more than 120,000
migrants arrived at Greece with a 750% increase from the year before.

Map 7 – Illegal Migrant Routes through Greece
As a response to this worrying increase, Frontex started Operation Poseidon with
Greece in order to tackle the issue in October 2015. Operation focused on SAR as well as
intelligence gathering both in Turkey and in Greece about migrant smugglers, securing illegal
transport vessels and border control. However, the operation was criticized as not effective
due to its budget of only 18 million Euros. On 27 January 2016, a couple of months after the
operation’s start, European Commission accused Greece of neglecting its obligations under
Schengen agreement to implement border security protocols as they were supposed to. It was
claimed that the inspectors had found out that Greek officials did not do their jobs properly to
gather fingerprints, identify and register arrivals properly for all migrants.
Despite the unclear controversy, Greece’s role is essential to solve the crisis since the
country is used as the first entrance to the EU, mainly from Turkey and Aegean Sea.

Spain
Spain had been suffering from irregular migrant arrivals on and off between 2000 and
2016, especially on the Canary Islands. Therefore, Spain has adopted some policies to tackle
the problem in a national manner. These policies include:
1. Strengthening bilateral ties and close cooperation with local actors in all origin and
transit countries;
2. Bilateral partnership agreements with those countries;
3. Security, intelligence and policy strategies and joint actions;
4. Legal avenues and resettlement policies through agreements with those countries.
In 2012, Spain started a joint operation with Frontex called Operation Minerva to
increase surveillance and inspect passengers in the Morocco – Spain area.
Malta
Between 2008 and 2012, Malta had an influx of asylum seeker applications. It was so
intense that according to the authorities, asylum seekers made up the 2.17% of the population
during that time. In a 2013 news story, The Guardian reported, "Before Malta joined the EU
in 2004, immigration levels were negligible. Because it is located close to North Africa, it has
now become a gateway for migrants seeking entry to Europe." After 2015, the number of
migrants arriving at Malta had decreased drastically thanks to the Italian operations.
Malta has also hosted the Valletta Summit on 11-12 November 2015, which resulted
in the founding of an Emergency Trust Fund as well as increased dialogue between African
Union and EU. It also indirectly led to the EU-Turkey Deal, more information can be found
above in the report.
Italy
Italy, being the most influencing country in the Mediterranean region, has been in the
center of migrant crisis since early 2010s. Sea arrivals skyrocketed in 2014 with over 170,000
arrivals and around 3,000 dead or missing. During 2014, Italy worked on Operation Mare
Nostrum, which focused on SAR more than border control.
In the fourth quarter of 2014, Operation Mare Nostrum was replaced with Operation
Triton with joint Frontex efforts. Triton received more support and more funding since it
served as one of the primary operations in the region during the peak of European Migrant
Crisis. Italy also played active role in Operation Sophia, which was a response plan to April
2015 shipwreck incidents when over 800 migrants died.
The operations saved thousands of lives however, during the peak of the crisis,
irregular sea arrivals to Italy were still very high. More than 330,000 migrants arrived at Italy
in 2015 and 2016, and over 7,500 people went missing or lost their lives at the sea. In 2018,
the numbers have finally decreased drastically, with the help of strict border control thanks to
the Ten Point Action Plan proposed to European Commission years prior, and Operation
Themis, which was launched on 1 February 2018. Detailed information about the stated
Operations can be found above, under their respective titles in the “General Overview”
section of the report.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS
1 September 1997

Dublin System comes into force

2005

Frontex is founded

18 December 2010

Arab Spring begins in Tunisia

18 October 2013

Italy launches Operation Mare Nostrum

1 November 2014

Operation Mare Nostrum is replaced with Operation Triton

1-20 April 2015
20 April 2015
18 May 2015

Over 800 Libyan refugees lose their lives in shipwrecks
European Commission prepares a Ten Point Action Plan
Operation Sophia is started as a response to Libyan shipwreck disasters

11-12 November 2015

Valletta Summit on Migration is held in Malta

12 November 2015

Negotiations with Turkey starts after the Valletta Summit

7 April 2016

Turkey accepts the EU-Turkey deal

1 June 2016

Operation Poseidon begins

13 July 2016

EU Commission starts discussing reforms to CEAS

6 October 2016

Frontex officially becomes the European Border and Coast Guard

1 February 2018

Operation Triton is replaced with Operation Themis

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE
•

Operation Mare Nostrum

The focus on SAR made Mare Nostrum a successful operation for saving migrant
lives. However, it was criticized to be open to abuse. Libyan officials warned Italian
government that because of the intensive SAR in the area, Libyan refugees approached the
zone with the intention of getting rescued and seek asylum in the EU. The operation also
required more money than Italy could effort.
•

Operation Triton (2014-2018)

Triton is a far more successful operation than Mare Nostrum in terms of long-term
solutions since it is conducted by Frontex and it focuses on border control rather than SAR.
More than 15 member states provide assistance with the operation, saving it from the financial
troubles Mare Nostrum had previously suffered from. Moreover, its funds were extended by
the EU, which greatly helped the cause.
•

Operation Sophia (2015-2019, may get extended)

Operation Sophia is perhaps one of the most important attempts at resolving the issue,
since it delves into one of the root causes of the issue; migrant smugglers. It aims to identify
vessels used for illegal migrant trafficking and confiscate them. The operation initially started
as a response to April 2015 Libyan shipwrecks and kept going for years with its mandates
getting expanded. The long-term applications of Operation Sophia became more imminent as
the mission gradually began to educate the Libyan officials and coastguards, attempting to
turn the region into a self-controlling crisis zone.
•

Operation Themis (2018, ongoing)

Operation Themis is the replacement of Triton and it follows the guidelines of its
predecessor with a stricter and more effective framework. Enhanced law enforcement focus
and the collaboration with EUROPOL turned the operation into a success in the fields of
border control; however, it is certain that none of the operations had reached the level of Mare
Nostrum and early Sophia in terms of SAR.
•

Valletta Summit on Migration (2015)

Valletta Summit was an essential event to promote the dialogue between African and
European nations in order to have a better understanding of the root causes of the crisis and
have a common ground. The discussions were fruitful, as the summit resulted in setting up an
Emergency Trust Fund for African states to help tackle the root causes of migration in
exchange for African Union’s assistance with the crisis. It also helped with setting up the EUTurkey deal, which decreased the number of illegal migrants in the EU.
•

European Commission Joint Foreign and Home Affairs Council: Ten Point Action
Plan on Migration

As yet another response to April 2015 Libyan shipwrecks, European Commission
prepared an immediate action plan to tackle the issue of illegal migrant movements in the
Mediterranean Sea. The plan mainly focused on collaboration between Frontex, EUROPOL
and other relevant organizations, reinforcing of existing operations within the region,
systematic destruction of vessels used for illegal migrant transport, intelligence gathering and
talks about a better asylum system.

•

European Commission Proposals on Complete Reforms of Common European
Asylum System

As a direct consequence of the crisis, it became apparent that the residence and asylum
systems in the EU were not satisfactory to basic human rights and migrant flows. To change
that, European Commission proposed reforms of CEAS in seven major points. All points are
either at advanced negotiation or discussion stage, promising a better life for legal asylum
seekers who are accepted.
•

EU – Turkey Deal

European Union-Turkey deal was definitely a turning point in the Mediterranean
Migrant Crisis since it made it possible for illegal migrants in the EU to leave the union
borders to live a safe and lawful life while letting other migrants to legally seek asylum in the
EU. The deal was threatened to be cancelled more than one occasion by the Turkish president
as the Greek authorities questioned the political stability of Turkey and whether or not this
was the right decision.
RELEVANT UN DOCUMENTS AND TREATIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A/RES/69/80
A/RES/70/72
A/RES/71/85
A/RES/72/69
A/RES/73/85
UNHCR Operational Portal for Refugee Situations:
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations
CIA World Fact Book: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
European Commission Press Releases
Frontex Official Website: https://frontex.europa.eu/
Articles cited in the bibliography section of this report
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

While coming up with possible solutions and doing further research, consider the
points below.
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is your country’s position about the crisis?
Does your country send or receive migrants? If it is neither, what is your
country’s general view on migration?
Is your country capable of doing naval or air operations?
What is the most recent situation in the Mediterranean Region in the context of
migrant movements?
What caused the previous operations/resolutions to fail? How do we prevent
them from happening again?
What actions/measures have proven to be effective? How can we promote
them and use them more, in a broader sense?
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